Hyperthermo-chemotherapy combined with cytoreductive surgery for the treatment of gastric cancer with peritoneal dissemination.
Continuous hyperthermic peritoneal perfusion (CHPP) with anticancer agents (mitomycin C and cisplatin) in warm saline was performed in patients with peritoneal dissemination of gastric cancer following resection of the primary lesion. The effect of CHPP was examined by a second-look operation. This study includes 41 cases of gastric cancer with peritoneal dissemination but without liver metastasis treated during the past 6 years. The overall median survival was 14.6 months to 64.2 months from CHPP to death and the 3-year survival rate was 28.5%. Second look surgery revealed a remarkable diminution in the degree of peritoneal dissemination in 7 (50%) of 14 patients with disappearance of ascites after only one course of CHPP in 7 (77.8%) of 9 patients. Long-term 3 year-survival was noted in 4 (9.8%) patients on CHPP. Side effects were renal insufficiency in 2 (5%) patients, leukopenia in 2 (5%) patients, and perforation of the small intestine in 1 (2%) patient. These results suggest the effectiveness of CHPP in the treatment of gastric cancer with peritoneal dissemination.